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Results of Survey on Board Recommendation for sale of 2400 NE Broadway 

Following the announcement of the recommendation, a survey was prepared to solicit input and 

feedback.  The survey was made available on August 20 through direct e-mail to our full distribution 

list, on our website, a link provided through the weekly announcements (sent via e-mail and posted on 

facebook), and paper copies available at church.  The survey closed on September 13. 

76 total responses (71 on-line; 5 paper) 

 

1. How informed do you feel about the Board recommendation to the congregation to approve 

the beginning of a sale process, the reasons for the recommendation, and the process for 

feedback and input? 

 
2. Do you have any specific questions for the Board about the recommendation?    

SEE COMMENTS ATTACHED 

 

3. How likely is it that you will attend the congregational meeting on Sunday, September 27 at 

which a vote on the recommendation will be held? 

 

Answer Choices: Responses:   

Not at all informed  
 
11.84%  (9) 
 

Somewhat informed  17.11%  (13)  

 
Moderately informed  

 
35.53%  (27) 

Very informed  
 
35.53%  (27) 
 

Total                76 

Answer Choices: Responses: 

 
Not likely  

 
16.00%  (12) 

 
Maybe  

 
16.00%  (12)  

 
Very likely  

 
30.67%  (23)  

I wouldn't miss it!  
 
37.33%  (28) 
 

Total                 75 

Not at all 
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Moderately 

Very 

Not likely 
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4. Which four (4) of the following are most important to YOU personally in evaluating the 

current or future ministry spaces for MCC Portland?   

SEE COMMENTS ATTACHED 

 

 

  

Answer Choices: Responses: 

 
location  

67.11% (51)  

 
parking  

40.79% (31)  

 
access by public transportation  

50.00% (38)  

 
fully equipped kitchen  

 
26.32% (20)  

 
looks like a traditional church  

 
10.53% (8)  

 
multiple activities possible at the same time  

 
43.42% (33)  

 
flexible worship / assembly space that can be 
used for other activities  

51.32% (39)  

 
suitable for renting / sharing space with other 
groups and organizations  

31.58% (24)  

 
accessible for handicapped / alternative mobility  

48.68% (37) 

 
acoustics  

 
18.42% (14)  

 
security  

 
11.84% (9)  

 
Total: 

 
              76 
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t miss it! 
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5. Which four (4) of the following do you think are most important to OTHER people in 

evaluating whether current or future ministry space for MCC Portland is right for them?   

SEE COMMENTS ATTACHED 

 

 
 

 

6. Please use this space to share any more questions, concerns, hopes or dreams you might 

have regarding ministry facilities for MCC Portland:   

SEE COMMENTS ATTACHED 

  

Answer Choices: Responses: 

 
location  

 
67.11% (51)  

 
parking  

 
61.84% (47)  

 
access by public transportation  

 
68.42% (52)  

 
fully equipped kitchen  

 
15.79% (12)  

 
looks like a traditional church  

 
14.47% (11)  

 
multiple activities possible at the same time  

 
36.84% (28)  

 
flexible worship / assembly space that can be used 
for other activities  

26.32% (20)  

 
suitable for renting / sharing space with other 
groups and organizations  

19.74% (15)  

 
accessible for handicapped / alternative mobility  

 
71.05% (54)  

 
acoustics  

 
7.89% (6)  

 
security  

 
14.47% (11)  

 
Total: 

               76 
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COMMENTS 

 
NOTE:  The only edit to comments has been the removal of identifying names and contact information. 

 

2.  Do you have any specific questions for the Board about the recommendation?  

   

 We used to have better relationship with neighbors who allowed us parking. If we did this again, 
our property would be more useful /valuable..  

 Not yet!  

 Some indicators of the real estate market potential!  

 I feel to be able to see God move, we need this step of faith. Challenge God and see the new 
temple of faith fill it.  

 If your community is doing well, why sell the property? If sold where would the community meet 
or is this property no longer needed, etc.?  

 No Question. Do want to tell the Board however that it must be a heavy decision process that 
you are going through and my prayers our with you. Time marches on and that which no longer 
fits needs to be shed for something more appropriate. I love the old building and pray it will be 
conserved for the history it represents.  

 No.  

 I missed 2 services in August because I work past midnight Saturdays this summer and I am 
often too tire to come, I found out about plans to sell from an ex-member. I also don't own a 
computer and must travel to a library or friend's house to use a computer. So although I have 
been coming to MCC for about 20 years, I feel a little blindsided by what seems a sudden 
decision about long-standing issues. Why now? We might sell for a good amount in this market, 
but that means that leasing or buying a new space might be expensive now as well. People 
already in favor of selling the church building seem already convinced that we will find another 
space with fewer maintenance issues and expenses quite easily! Have we done any research 
about spaces available, likely costs, locations, etc.? Do we have 2 or 3 examples of spaces that 
would be more flexible and still cost less for utilities, cleaning and maintenance? How much 
month to month would we actually save? I did attend the forum on August 30, and I few actual 
facts and research details were presented. Some commented that since we were going to lease 
our next space, that we wouldn't have to worry about such things! Has the board decided also 
that we will be leasing and not considering buying our next space, that all our regular expenses 
will go away? This seems unrealistic to me. Better parking may seem like an important issue 
now, but to the younger generation, cars are becoming a less important transportation option. 
Also we should consider future needs for new modes, such as proximity to charging stations, 
secure parking for scooters, bicycles and powered mobility aides. Will a suburban church with 
lower rents in a hilly area without good sidewalks or safe bike routes or with steep hills make us 
less accessible to some? A place without stairs can still be difficult to get to. Please consider 
these issues when moving to a new spot.  

 no questions I feel they should sell.......  

 No. I think it's the only way to go. Just be sure to take everything not nailed down with you.  

 Where would the church services move to?  

 The Biggest question is where to? And would we buy or rent the next place? Also re: question 3 
I'm not a member so not likely to attend.  

 Are there long or short lists of preferable properties that may become available? Is there a 
preferred geographical location being considered? What plans are in the works for storage or 
removal of the western stain glass window? What priorities are in the checklist for new building?  
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 are other properties being looked at for future home of MCCP?  

 Have you asked for feedback about how a move would affect people's attendance? Have you 
considered asking what people really love about 2400 NE Broadway, so that we can honor that 
as we move to a new home?  

 I have submitted a question asking to borrow against the building equity to cover operating 
costs. Have you approached Portland historical building society, or Portland development 
commission for assistance in earthquake proofing? How do you propose to sell the building for 
1.2 million dollars when it's not earthquake proof? Is our goal to down size our overhead?  

 How can we afford this when we can't even pay our bills  

 Do we have our sites on a new location now? Have we approached the city parking bureau on 
flexing handicap parking for Sunday service on Broadway? Do we have earthquake insurance, 
can we purchase it if we don't have it? Have we obtained bids to earthquake-proof the building?  

 Members in good standings, l feel a letter should go out explaining this statement.  

 No.  

 Have the Board of Directors, Treasurer or church administration (Pastor and Administrator) 
developed a budget scenario for MCC Portland if it is located in a different building? In short, 
would operations in a new building be more economical? Same? Worse? Show me.  

 N/A  

 I appreciate the amount of information already provided. I have been aware for my entire time 
here of how hard we have worked to keep this building working for us. The burden of upkeep 
falls disproportionally on a few and that energy / money could be better used. (I always want 
more money to go into programs, salaries, outreach.) If the Board says it's time to recommend 
this, I'm going with that.  

 What are the ministries that you feel you can not do at the present location?  

 of course, where would a new facility be? there seems to be no planning should the current 
location be sold, I think that will be most important.  

 If sold, how will the money be handled...that is what plan for putting a substantial portion of 
proceeds in our Endowment Fund - otherwise it will be eaten away after a few years and we will 
be right back here only without a nestegg to sell. We need to make a binding decision NOW to 
put "X" amount into Endowment and not rely on this money for ongoing "living expenses." We 
need to teach our congregation how to give responsibly starting with our paying all our tithes to 
our Fellowship (UFMCC.)  

 No. I think a sale will be a good thing.  

 no  

 What, if any, other sites are being explored and / or recommended at this time?  

 Are there any prospects on where we would go? Will it still be close to downtown?  

 We need an equal discussion about where we are going. And I very much want to include the 
windows where ever we go. (the 12, the Povey windows, and the big window). especially if the 
buiolding is sold to a developer.  

 Is the earthquake retrofit mandated or just something that maybe we should do? What is the 
cost? How many instances/activities are precluded because of space and/or configuration 
issues? What aspirations or dreams cannot be achieved in this building?  

 will the sale yield enough to purchase space? or would the sale just pay off debt and mean we'd 
be renting space?  

 No-only that it seems long over due and desirable if done correctly.  

 None - I agree the sale of our current location on Broadway is in the best interest to ensure the 
success of MCC Portland.  

 No, the board knows better than us the challenges the church faces.  

 None  
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 No  

 How much money do you estimate will be realized (net) by the sale, and how does that compare 
with the estimated cost of finding a replacement facility?  

 Will the board consider the selling of the building as a go ahead to continue the same fte and 
salaries as the present budget. Many I know consider the current fte as excessive for the 
currrent membership and the salaries as something we cannnot afford.  

 Will we be moving before the sale, or after? I live in the NW and it would be nice if the new 
location were closer to where the community that supports it actually lives. Any idea where the 
new location might be situated?  

 Does the Board favor buying the new facility, or instead leasing [perhaps a long-term lease] it? 
B. What criteria will the Board use in considering the location of the new facility?  

 No  

 What is the plan if the building sells?  

 no  
 

4.  Which four (4) of the following are most important to YOU personally in evaluating the current or 

future ministry spaces for MCC Portland?   

 

 RE: Location & access by public transportation: these 2 issues far outweigh others  

 Single level building needed  

 I live in Beaverton -- so NE Portland is OK for me!  

 Perhaps easier access from outside communities, outside of Portland to encourage outsiders to 
attend and support MCC there since there are now no others in Oregon that are known.  

 All are needed, but I tryed to choose those that created good bones to build on.  

 I would not vote to inhabit a building that is not handicapped accessible.  

 I would also like cooking facilities so that the food ministries can continue.  

 Also not on the list : kid space  

 Regarding question #1 - if I'd attended BOD meetings I would have been better informed; 
perhaps if agenda had included "sale of building" I may have shown up; I learned from (name 
removed) in early May.  

 My wife & I live in Beaverton and use public transportation & travel to church is over 90 minutes. 
We don't attend.  

 Strong 5th is a fully equiped kitchen  

 History of our time at this address is very important  

 The "need" for "more" parking is highly overrated by a very vocal minority. (I drive a car; our 
parking is fine.)  

 I am pretty sure that ANY space we would move to, would allow easier amplification that 2400 
Broadway with the pulpit in the middle of the sanctuary. (Having said that (names removed) 
many have done miracles in equipping and deploying what we have. And the new sound 
capabilities in the Fireside Room are great! But that sound board is always ONE button push 
away from an ear splitting feedback loop.) I envision having all the PowerPoint setup (projector 
and laptop) on a movable cart, that could be kept in a locked room and simply wheeled in and 
out, with ONE hookup. This would make it easier to recruit folks to run PPT on Sunday and also 
make it easy for other groups to use during the week.  Why not mount a projector in the ceiling 
even. I will be at peace with whatever we decide but (narrowly) my mind leaped to the AV 
issues.  

 For the greatest access to the most people, the location should be in central Portland - 
preferably between the Willamette River and 82nd, between SE Powell and NE Fremont  



7 
 

 I would prefer a traditional looking church, but if monies are available to erect a cross and make 
it look more traditional church that would work for me too.  

 and that it makes financial sense for us and our tenants.  

 There must be an out side cash flow from other resources to insure the future of the church  

 I rate Parking highly too, but I was limited to 4 responses. Ample, secure parking next to the 
building is critical.  

 If we're sharing space with other groups, safe storage for our equipment would be important  
 

5.  Which four (4) of the following do you think are most important to OTHER people in evaluating 

whether current or future ministry space for MCC Portland is right for them?   

 

 I think that there are many put off by the very traditional Christian appearance and trappings that 
bring up painful images for them.  

 First you've gotta get to church, and then the building has to work for you once you're there.  

 I've heard concern about setting up for service being more cumbersome. Also concern about 
not having a "home," which I interpret as pride of place.  

 Others may be more interested in aesthetics or rental income  

 I believe security these days must be addressed in some manner, either private security or 
security guards.  

 A safe and convenient location is important also, as is renting/sharing space with other groups; 
a fully equipped kitchen is vital to our food programs and our events.  

 People may not realize it's a religious org if it doesn't look like one.  
 

6.   Please use this space to share any more questions, concerns, hopes or dreams you might have 

regarding ministry facilities for MCC Portland:   

 

 Please also consider bicycle routes, hills etc. for people who walk or wheelchair. Do we still 
have a mailing list? Does one have to be online? I first heard about his by word of mouth from 
an ex-member.  

 None yet!  

 Continue AA, Meals On Wheels, other community meetings. What to do to the gorgeous & 
historical stained glass windows?? The document is so thought-filled, I've not much more to 
add! There is an incredible energy right not at MCC -- going to non-mortgaged facilities and 
getting finances under control is laudable.  

 I would like the new building to at least be aesthetically pleasing with lots of light and not too low 
of a ceiling.  

 The building represents history not only of MCCP but of the Sullivans Gulch neighborhood and 
its historical character. It is very likely, in event of successful sale, the building will be torn down 
to make space for another high-density housing development or commercial building. While 
MCCP, like many other churches, are struggling to maintain its property, there are creative ways 
to keep the building ownership (which would be a great asset for the future) by engaging the 
wider community. The last thing I would like to see is the loss of another historical building and a 
long-standing community institution that is very much the very history of Portland's gay and 
lesbian culture and struggle. I am both shocked and disgusted to hear about this. There are 
many area churches with a sizable property holding that are making great use of their lands and 
buildings - some of the finest examples include St. Andrew & All Souls Episcopal Church (aka 
Portland Abbey), Mt. Tabor Presbyterian Church, and St. David of Wales Episcopal Church. 
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There are many in the neighborhoods of Sullivans Gulch, Irvington, and Grant Park that would 
love to see the building better utilized by the community organizations and artists. Selling the 
building would not accomplish that at all.  

 I pray that God honors our intention and bless the new. May God reign giving each person that 
enters, a new touch and renewal, edifying even more divine fruits of the spirit. I feel no doubt in 
my heart in taking this leap of faith.  

 Share topics when possible for those interested.  

 Your congregation is not shy about participating in decisions like this. We (names removed) will 
join you as we can no matter what your decision. Listen for the Holy Spirit is your decision 
making and all will be well  

 My third choice is a fully functional commercial kitchen.  

 I think there are too many unanswered questions about the decision to sell. Questions about the 
future of our church should always be up for discussion, and the Meeting on September 27th. 
will be advisory only; the discussion will obviously not stop. Those who are now in favor of 
selling seem convinced: 1) We will sell the church for a million easily. 2) We will find a better 
space that is more accessible (not just to handicapped, but to those without cars on Sundays 
when many busses are infrequent.) And there will be more parking. 3) Our month to month 
costs will be less. 4) We won't lose Members or Allies. We may even take in higher rents. 5) 
After any real estate costs and fees, we will have enough money to start a foundation, Have a 
perfect new space, pay all our bills, pay off our mortgage, and still not significantly spend down 
our assets in a short amount of time, without asking for more money from members. I hope 
those who first raised the money so that we could have our own home would be proud of any 
decision we make. Ok, I am skeptical of the direction our board is taking and will probably vote 
no, even if I am the only one who does so. I may be sad about the direction we are taking, but I 
pray we may still continue the discussion. Note: I also filled out a paper survey last week, but I 
had more comments to make. The sign by the paper surveys encouraged people to go on-line 
instead, so I wonder if this process is more biased towards those who own computers and pay 
the monthly fees to be on-line.  

 None at this time, but keep up the wonderful work that you do. Parking and accessibility are 
most important at this time. I will certainly miss the beautiful stained glass window but will it be 
possible to move the smaller windows?  

 Would love for us to have multiple classrooms for Sunday School, bible studies Rest rooms and 
water fountains on each floor More office space for staff Wednesday worship service or bible 
study  

 So happy to hear today after church that we get to take the stained glass windows with us.. the 
12 windows....too bad about the large window but I do understand the reason we can not take 
it...I love this church...MCC  

 As one of the senior veterans...I realize that the obstacles MCCP has faced over the years may 
be addressed and overcome in a different facility. I am not intrinsically tied to 2400 NE 
Broadway.I hope the cyclically financially challenged budget is taken into account when looking 
at a different church to move into.  

 more lively music, get more people to come to MCCP, get MCCPs' name and our word of love 
to more of the community, straight and gay. maybe start streaming worship service on-line for 
people that can't make it to service  

 Without a lot of information or excitement around where we're going and what we're being called 
towards, I'm mildly concerned that this is a step to break a cycle, to move away from something, 
without a strong sense of purpose and directions towards something new. If people are going to 
"hang" through the unknown, I think they will need a sense of excitement and a vision for where 
we're heading. (Even if it is only in vague terms.)  
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 I trust our BOD and our Congregation to make thoughtful and correct decisions regarding these 
important issues. It is time we have these discussions about our space, our assets both tangible 
and intangible, and the future we want to pursue together. I say Bravo!  

 Obtain a building where worship, music and meeting rooms are separated and sound proof as 
not to disturb others.  

 I can see spaces in the building that are available and not being used all the time that can adapt 
to other ministries, just ask me, I'll be glad to share!  

 I'm all for a more flexible space, but only if it makes economic sense. Show me that it will.  

 I am proud of our "No Barriers" program and want us to keep at least the same level of 
accessibility in any new space. I know ANY move would be hard for (some – names removed) 
who live right nearby, and maybe I could help drive them to the new space - or that's why public 
transit is KEY. In a public transit friendly city like Portland I want to make sure folks don't need a 
car to attend here. Depending on where we go, I am worried about "another majority white 
organization contributes to gentrification and pushing Portland's African Americans out of their 
traditional neighborhoods." Having said that, it's better for any neighborhood to have buildings 
inhabited rather than standing empty. I will miss our connection with Healing Waters next door. 
Having said that, I know we will bond with our new neighbors, whoever they are. I know a lot of 
folks (including me) are attached to the historic windows and if the building is not going to be 
retained by its future owner (I have been eyeing the condos right up the street), let's do 
something fun with them. I believe that all of the preceding are issues that can be healed and 
resolved by taking them to our God in prayer. Thank you so much, everyone!  

 I am currently not in Portland. I lived there some years ago and, though, not there long, I very 
much liked the facilities of MCC. I am hoping to return to Portland (permanently) and was very 
much looking forward to making MCC part of my life and was very saddened to receive the 
news that the current church could be sold. Though I certainly understand the economics of the 
sale, I do hope that all the members (and non-members) concerns are also considered in the 
possible sale and relocation. My first thought when I saw the email was that there was no longer 
going to be a MCC Portland.  

 Making sure we find a suitable home for the stained glass, if we are not able to take it with us, is 
very important  

 No matter what building or where it is, it will not work any better than this one unless we develop 
an effective outreach program and make intentional and consistent involvement into our 
community at large.  

 Hoping for a space that has light and will work better.  

 I'm concerned about our financial health. Recently according to what I've observed and heard, 
we cannot make our basic bills and keep current with MCC ministries. If we can't take care of 
our bills now, how will we pay a mortgage and basic bills to keep us afloat?  

 I assume that this references our next home. I hope we stay west of 39th and somewhere within 
the city limits. I wouldn't mind sharing a building with another congregation, if it makes sense. 
Since we will also soon have a BOD election, I would like the new BOD either affirm or deny this 
same issue.  

 The current church is VERY beautiful, the stained glass windows are fabulous. But I do the that 
it isn't the best space plan, is costly to maintain, drains ministry dollars for facility. But the church 
is the people and the ministry. Buildings are pretty but the real focus should be ministry.  

 I would like to see the new facility be able to support some of our existing partner organizations 
like AA and Loaves & Fishes.  

 it would be awesome if the new space had a coffee shop that was profitable and served food.  

 My opinion only: I do not share the Board's belief that selling our church is in our best interest. 
Anyone I've mentioned MCC Portland to has immediately known our location, something that 
will not be possible if we move elsewhere. We will never have the great opportunities that we 
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have now, especially if we lease from another church. I've lived through that in San Francisco 
and it was a disaster. Due to my impending hip surgery, I won't be able to attend the 27 
September vote. So please, my vote is now and will be then NO.. I'm sure my vote will not stop 
the Board's attempt to sell the church and, for that, I am very, very sad indeed!  

 In my opinion MCC Portland is at a crossroad between being a small church with big ideas and 
being a medium church with huge issues. In moving forward in this day and age growing pains 
can be difficult. My concern for the church is that it appears that there is mismanagement of 
money. My fear is that if the church sells, the money from the sale of the church will also be 
mismananged. We are at a pivotal point and need to use the wisdom of our fellowship elders 
and ask God where do You want us Lord?  

 Thank you for asking.  

 Dear Board: (A) Please select location that has AT LEAST one (1) Tri-Met bus/route going on 
the street that is NEXT TO the building (NOT a block or more away). Our current location has 
three (3) bus routes going on the three streets that are NEXT TO our building. (B) I'm imaging 
that our new building has a back (most likely) entrance/exit opening out to our ample parking lot. 
That I can SAFELY wait INSIDE our building in all kinds of weather for my Tri-Met LIFT vehicle 
to drive up into our parking lot (instead of parking across Broadway as is true now); park by our 
entrance/exit; let down the LIFT ramp; and I can then exit our building and go right up to the 
ramp and board the LIFT vehicle.  

 


